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Minutes of a Regular Board Meeting held by the Town Board of
the Town of Riverhead held in the Town Hall, Riverhead, New York
on Tuesday, September 18,1990 at 7:30 p.m.

Present: Joseph F. Janoski, Supervisor
John Lombardi, Councilman

Denise Civiletti, Councilwoman
Victor Prusinowski, Councilman
James Stark, Councilman

Also Present: Patricia Moore, Town Attorney

Nadia Moore, Deputy Town Clerk

Supervisor Janoski called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Supervisor Janoski: "We have some very pleasant business to
take care of before the subject matter of the meeting this
evening. It has become our practice to name the Employee of the
Quarter so that four times a year we name and recognize an
outstanding employee of the Town and it is my pleasure to
announce that we have done so again. But I want to ask members of
the Board and the members of the Labor Management Committee to
gather in the well here so that we can jointly make the
presentation.

We have Sal Quinonez. Timmy Benton, representing the Highway
Superintendent. Monique is a member of the Labor Management Board
and as well as Councilwoman Civiletti.

So let me announce that the outstanding employee who has
been selected for this quarter is none other than Antone

Condzella who is known as Tony. Tony, how long have you been
working for the great Town of Riverhead?"

Tony Condzella: "Oh around 36 or 37 years."

Supervisor Janoski: "That's nice. (applause) I want to
present to you this Proclamation which sets this day as Antone

Condzella Day in the Town of Riverhead and recognizes you as
Employee of the Quarter. I would also like to present to you to
show that your name will be inscribed as the Employee of the
Quarter and this of course will be hung in the corridor of Town

Hall. I am supposed to mention that we are going to present to
you a one hundred dollar savings bond which is jointly paid for
by the Town of Riverhead and the CSEA. That's for you Tony and we
have dinner for two at Truffles in Wading River compliments of
Truffles. (applause)"
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Tony Condzella: "I would like to thank the Labor Management
Committee and the Riverhead Town Board for their vote of

appreciation. It is a great feeling to be recognized for my day
to day work for the administration and by my fellow employees. I

would especially like to thank Charlie Bloss for his recognition

of my work for the Riverhead Highway Department. I thank you
all." (applause)

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Tony. May I motion to
approve the minutes of the Board Meetings held 8/21/90 and 9/4/90
and a Special Board Meetings of 8/23/90 and 9/7/90."

Councilman Vic Prusinowski: "So moved. "

Councilman James Stark: "Second. "

Supervisor Janoski: "Moved and seconded. "

Deputy Town Clerk, Nadia Moore: Vic, yes; Stark, yes;
Lombardi, yes; Civiletti, abstain on the meeting of 9/4/90 and
vote yes on the other three; Janoski, yes.

Supervisor Janoski: "Reports . "

REPORTS:

Building Department August Monthly Report. Filed

Manorville Fire Dist. Report of Special Election. Filed

Supervisor Janoski: "Applications . "

APPLICATIONS;

Site Plan Riverhead Motors, expand showroom.
Filed

Site Plan Antonio Militello, provide Offstreet
parking at 755 Main Street. Filed

Petition Two Bears Estates for water extension
Filed

D.E.I.S. Omni Technical Services, Inc. Filed

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Correspondence."

CORRESPONDENCE:
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Michael Caracciolo Supporting Local Law to limit the

hours of operation of retail
establishments in hamlet communities

Filed

H2M Group Offering their services to conduct

an engineering study for water ext.
for Two Bears Estates Filed

Deane & Ernest Submits tax map of parcels to be
Lewin affected by change of zone to Farm

Neighborhood in Wading River Filed

Alice Graff Illegal sign located at Mercy High
School Filed

McCabes Office Requesting permission to hold outdoor
Products furniture sale at their Main Street

place of business Filed

Allen Smith Requests extension of all permits
with regard to Racquet Club on the
Sound Filed

Arnold Esper Commending the Water District for
their prompt and professional service

Filed

Robert Seng Submitting resignation effective
October 1, 1990 Filed

Warren McKnight Supporting Supervisor Janoski's
statement recently published regard-
ing amount of people on public
assistance in the Town of Riverhead

Filed

Benjamin Kasper Change of Zone Public Hearing for
the Hamlet of Wading River Filed

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. I must apologize. Mrs.
Condzella is here and I did not recognize her and I feel very
badly that I overlooked that. Mrs. Condzella our congratulations
to you too and you probably deserve most of the credit.
(applause)

The time for the Public Hearing is about four minutes away.
So I would recognize anyone who wishes to be heard. Warren."

Warren McKnight r Wading River: " I am speaking tonight in
reference to the people on welfare in Riverhead. There was an
article in the paper. I work with people on welfare in Riverhead

and I work with a certain type of people on welfare in Riverhead.
I 'd like people to know that I work with people who want to try
to compete in society. I've got people in programs. I think it is
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very important that when a paper refers to undesirable people,
it's the people who do not want to compete, who are on welfare,
who do not want to get in the programs, who do not want to work.
There are a great many people out there on partial and full
public assistance who want to compete in society.

I was down at the Riverhead Resort Motel last week. A number

of.people came out of their apartments seeking to get involved in
programs. But I just want to commend -------Joe, you are the
first person, and I have been working on this since 1987, to come
out publicly to say that Riverhead Town needs help from the
county, the state and the federal government and hasn't been
getting it and as I said in the letter, it's a bipartisan thing.
It has to be done. Many people are apolitical. The Board of
Education is apolitical. They want to get their programs in.
We've got to be bipartisan, we have to identify the problems and
solve them. When you speak at the public hearing tell them the
truth and find out the truth. We've got to find out what's going
on here. Continue to do what you are doing. I just hope that the
newspapers, quote you right and I hope since this is an emotional

issue in our Town and that they don't·generalize the stereotype,
anybody . Thank you. "

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Let the record show that
the hour of 7:45 P.M. has arrived and the Deputy Town Clerk will
please read the notice of Public Hearing."

Deputy Town Clerkr Nadia Moore: "I have affidavits of
publishing and posting of a public notice for a Public Hearing to
be held at Riverhead Town Hall at 7:45 P.M. on Tuesday, September
18, 1990 to hear all interested persons who wish to be heard
regarding: AMENDING THE ZONING MAP TO REFLECT FARM NEIGHBORHOOD
ZONE IN WADING RIVER. "

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. It is always a good idea
before a public hearing such as this to establish the purpose of
the hearing. That is of course to get from interested citizens

whether they are for or against what is proposed and the reasons
why. This, of course, is the kind of public hearing that might be
a little more controversial than the normal that we have here and
it is liable to be a bit emotional on the part of some people. So
I would ask you please not to comment on whatever speaker has the
microphone and I would urge you as the speaker not to address any
comments to anyone in the audience. Address your comments to the
Board. We are here to take testimony. To consider what you have
to say as your reasons for being for or against what is being
proposed and we would like to conduct this meeting for that
purpose. So I would recognize anyone who wishes to be heard at
this time. Way in the back. John Klein."

John Klein, Attorney representing Ernest and Deane Lewin:

Ernest and Deane Lewin are directly affected by this specific
proposal with particular reference to the 311 acres of their

property located on the southside of Sound Avenue. As you may be
aware they have filed as property owners under Section 265 of the
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Town Law a formal protest to the proposal as it affects their
property. That protest was filed on Friday with the Town Clerk.

I also appear on behalf of the local affairs committee of
the Long Island Farm Bureau which has a very direct interest in
the substance of this hearing in so far as it portends some kind
of signal with respect to the agricultural lands in Riverhead. I
tend to be mercifully brief, but I hope direct. Say tonight on
behalf of both the Lewins and the Farm Bureau that the farming
community has been literally dodging bullets from some past and
current members of the Town Board since January 1987, when a Town
Committee issued a document entitled, "REPORT ON THE PRESERVATION

OF FARMLAND". The ultimate irony of that title is that the
reports central theme has been an upzoning of agricultural lands
from one acre to two acres. As the succeeding scenarios evolve in
the ensuing nearly four years the farming community has
demonstrated at no less than five public hearings and countless

meetings, that the two acre zoning proposal would literally

plunge a knife into the heart of an agricultural industry which
is struggling to survive. It would drastically reduce the value

of their real estate, thereby affecting their ability to borrow,
to finance annual operations, since the land and its value are
collateral. And further punish by legislation the very people who
have struggled to stay in farming and who have resisted dumping
their real estate and kept it as the Town's historical and
principal economic lifeline. They have been battered with, ill-

conceived, complex and sometimes the very esoteric proposals
which were totally unworkable and thoroughly destructive. They've
battered with upzoning proposals, moratoriums, proposed ordinance
amendments which would result in upzoning by indirection and now
tonight, if you will pardon my reference, a rerelease and rerun
of the March 19, 1989 drama entitled, "Farmland Fatal

Attraction". It's an attraction from a lot of standpoints from
the political prospective. It is fatal to the agricultural
industry.

Judging by the number of times that the farming community
has been driven into this hearing room, some may think that they
are getting worn out and can be worn out. Please do not count on
that. They are no less united and ready to respond today than
they were in early 1987. For all of the reasons which have been
stated time and time again in this hearing room, which should be

patently clear today to the Town Board, this latest proposal as a
direct salvo that the Lewins and the harbinger of things to come
should be promptly and resoundingly rejected. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you John. Rick Hanley, I see
that you are here. Did you want to describe what is being
proposed? I'm sure that many of the people here understand it
very well, but why don't you just go through an explanation."

Rick Hanley: "Members of the Town Board, ladies and
gentlemen. The purpose of tonights hearing is to gain the insight
of the public relative to emotion of the Town Board to amend the
zoning code of the Town of Riverhead. And to include the Farm

Neighborhood Zoning Use District and to amend the Zoning Use
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District Map of the Town. To change approximately 131 acres of
ground presently zoned Industrial "A" and Residence "B" to Farm

Neighborhood. The amendment to the Zoning Map would conclude the

implementation of the Land Use Study, commissioned by the Board,
known as the Hamlet Study of Wading River. This subject, as Mr.
Klein mentioned, was originally heard by the Town Board on March

1st., 1989. However, at that time the zoning map was not changed
nor the Riverhead Zoning Code changed.

The public should be aware that the land considered for zone
change at this time is identical to the original hearing.
However, the text of the zoning code has been amended through
deliberations of the Riverhead Planning Board. The map on the
wall behind me depicts the existing lots which would be effected
by the proposed change of zone. The essence of the change
relating to use, industrial to residential and yield one lot per
40,000 square feet to one lot for 80,000 square feet. It is the
intent of the Planning Board to cluster subdivisions so that
approved maps will create 30,000 square foot lots with
agricultural lots on 11 acres also created. Thus conserving the

agricultural soils and rural character of Riverhead. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Rick. I will recognize
anyone who wishes to be heard on this proposal. Yes, in the
back. Is that Lyle? Lyle Wells."

Lyle Wells, Vegetable Grower from Aqueboque, also Chairman
of the Local Affairs Committee: "I'm kind of upset for the fact
that money is being wasted to rehear this proposal, even though
the text, as Rick just mentioned, has been changed, the outcome
is ultimately the same. Change of zoning to two acre zoning.

I'm personally upset with Vic for not continuing with the Ag
Task Force meetings. The promise was made to the agricultural
community to deliberate and possibly initiate some of the other

facets of the Farmland Preservation Program such as TDR, also
farm lot subdivision which we're discussing tonight, but based on
one acre zoning. Two acre zoning was to be deliberated, the other

facets of this proposal would hopefully be in place. At this
point they are not. I think we are putting the cart before the
horse. If we can initiate some of the other proposals, possibly
we can help save some farmland along with the TDR Program that
the county has and avoid upzoning altogether. I oppose this
proposal that we have before us tonight. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Lyle. Is there anyone else
present wishing to address the Board on this proposal? Yes sir."

Grove Kessling, Wading River: " I 'm going to try to make
this very short. The farmers complain that they are losing value
of their land. I'm just going to tell you a story that quite a
number of people have heard before. A stamp collector. He owned
two stamps. Very valuable stamps worth $50,000.00 a piece. One
day one of the stamps disappeared. He got a letter in the mail
and it was held for ransom. Give me $40,000.00 or you will never
see your stamp again. The collector decided to do nothing. The
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stamp was destroyed. A friend of his said, "why didn't you give
the man the $40,000.00? It was a $50,000.00 stamp." He says look
I had two stamps before. They were worth $50,000.00 apiece. Now I
only have one stamp. It's worth $100,000.00." Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Is there anyone else present wishing
to address the Board? Cathy."

Cathy Casey, Wading River: "With regards to this proposal,
number one the Hamlet Study recommended it and again there were a
lot of people from both the private sector and the business
sector and the professional sector. They discussed all facets of
this and the recommendation was for a two acre zoning and for
good reasons. However, while I do not wish to see peoples
livelihood and therefore their retirement jeopardized, I do
believe the Farm Neighborhood Zone in Wading River would benefit
both the community of Wading River and the Town of Riverhead and
should therefore be approved.

Most Americans perceive a wonderful retirement based on
dollars. I think it's time we realized that taking care of the
environment is every bit as important, if not more important for
a wonderful retirement. It is vital that we also exercise our

responsibility for the environment for the future of our children
and our children's children. At the rate we are going, all the

money in the world is not going to buy a healthy life style on
Long Island. I believe some of the people from the farm
community and those that who are not, I apologize to, that are
here tonight, do not own that land. They rent it or lease it I

should say. Therefore I believe they are not protecting their
retirement, but are rather protecting the dollar value of the

land for somebody else. I think that therefore that perhaps, it's
ill conceived to think that their land or the land would be
drastically reduced in value. Logically the less land that we
have, the more developed the land becomes and therefore the less
land we have available. If we have a good life-style that land
is going to become more valuable in time. So I think the man's
little analogy with his joke is very true. I also think it's time
each of us contributed positively to the future. Therefore, I

request the Board approve the zoning change. If we can't do it
for ourselves, then please let's do it for the children that are
coming up behind us. Thank you very much."

Supervisor Janoski: "Is there anyone else present wishing
to address the Board? Yes, Rob."

Rob Goldman, North Fork Environmental Council: "The North
Fork Environmental Council is in full support of the addition of
the Farm Neighborhood Zone to the Town Zoning Code and the

application of the Farm Neighborhood Zone to the area in Wading
River shown on the map accompanying the public notice of this
hearing.

The Farm Neighborhood Zone is an important and innovative
tool to control over-development and preserve agricultural land.
It was recommended by the Wading River Hamlet Study a year and a
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half ago.
We are pleased that Councilmen Prusinowski and Stark have

worked to bring this legislation up for a hearing. We call on
both of them and the rest of the Board to complete the process
and enact this ordinance at the next Town Board meeting. Thank
you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Way in the back there."

Phil Schmitt, Riverhead Farmer: "I'm not a stamp collector.
I can't believe that anybody could honestly think that cutting
the yield of property in half is not going to reduce the value of
it and ruin our retirement money and everything that we worked
hard for in the past. I æm vehemently opposed to this, because I
think it is something that is going to be brought on throughout
the rest of the Town."

Supervisor Janoski: " Thank you. Ye s . "

Perry Kreuss, Wading River: "I'm also a member of the
American Farmland Trust which is a group of people composed of
farmers, believe it or not, and citizens who try to preserve
what's left of rural American farmland because they realize how
valuable an asset that it is. Apparently the farmers in Riverhead
would not belong to this organization, but of course first of all
I have to say it's a shame that, I never thought that I would be

speaking up against what farmers perceive as their interest,
because growing up on Long Island I always was taught and
treasured the farmland here. It's been such a wonderful asset for

me to enjoy and my little child already is starting to recognize
the farm. It means so much for Long Island to have this farmland.
But aside from that, you can argue about the environmental
ecological and all the necessities, the reasons to preserve the
land. But I want to talk about just from the point of view from
the taxpayer, I hate to mention this, this is sort of cold in a
way, but-the fact of the matter is, if the land is not up-zoned,
if it is kept at one acre zoning, it's going to affect all of us
in the Town of Riverhead. The taxpayers who have to foot the bill
for the increasing school enrollment population. Recently
Superintendent Suprina was asked why there was an increasing
enrollment in the Town of Riverhead and he was quoted as saying
well the developers have discovered us. The developers are going
to continue to discover the Town of Riverhead with one acre
zoning and it's going to put the burden on the taxpayers. There

is simply no way and I perceive the Town of Riverhead, the school
system is just hanging on that we can accommodate these

increasing numbers of children without increased taxes. So on

that ground I have to say that what happens to the farmland is my
business as a citizen of Riverhead and the last thing that I
would like to mention is: Recently I was up in Ticor County,
Pennsylvania and this is a poor county. Somewhat like Riverhead,
although larger. They have it's land rich and cash poor. What I
don't understand how come a land rich, poor county like Ticor
County, Pennsylvania, which is also subject to population
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pressure can enact nine acre zoning with the backing of the farm
community? They want to preserve what's good and what's rural in
there community and we can't even get two acre zoning in the Town
of Riverhead. The time has come for two acre zoning in the Town

of Riverhead. I think it is a small price to pay. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: " Thank you. Yes . "

Vinnie Finn, Wading River: "I am opposed to it for the fact
that the little piece of property that I have is all that I'm
going to have and it has to sustain me for my future. Anything
that my future has to do with medical in the future for me to be
taken care of. I'm trying to keep it as long as I can and I would

like it to stay in farming for that reason, for my future and for
my better health. That is all I have. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Is there anyone else
present wishing to be heard at this time?"

Henry Talmage, Sound Avenue, Riverhead, Farmer: "On Friday,
I attended a NYS Farm Bureau Farmland Preservation Committee
Meeting in Syracuse on behalf of the L.I. Farm Bureau. One of the

things that is always kind of noted by other areas that are
looking at the issue of development and farm preservation is how
Suffolk County with their Farmland Preservation Program has been
such a success. The main reason for that is that it is looked
upon by the farm community as favorable is because it compensates
the farmer for the value of his land versus other means such as
zoning which diminishes farmers value and equity. I would just
like to say that I think that Riverhead is a community that is
dependent on farmers in the past. It's a risky business owning
land and unfortunately I think some of the problems that farm
operators are facing are coming from their own back yard. I don't
think that is the way it should be. I think that farmers should
be secure enough in their position with their equity and their
value to continue farming comfortably without the threat of
having their equity taken from them. So I would come out in
opposition to the two acre zoning proposal."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Henry. I saw another hand
before. Yes sir."

Charles Cetas, Howell Ct., Riverhead: "I would first like
to say that I æm sympathetic to the Riverhead farmers who still

attempt to make a living from farming in this age of high cost,
high taxes and low prices. I would support any new policy or
program that could increase the profitability of farming in
Riverhead. My sympathy is real. My father was a plant pathologist
at the Cornell Lab for twenty five years over twenty five years
and served the farming community during that time very well.
However, I am in favor of the proposal for two acre lot Farm
Neighborhood Zone. The 1986 Farmland Study which I understand
cost the Riverhead Taxpayers many thousands of dollars
recommended five acre lots and this (I am referring to the study
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done by H2M in the paper just recently). The current proposal is
I believe a reasonable compromise. Farmland upzoning has been
adopted in Southold, Southampton and Easthampton and to my
knowledge has not been declared unlawful or unconstitutional. To

my knowledge no deleterious effects to farmland property values

has been proven in these townships. And these are the closest
ones to Riverhead.

I believe that upzoning is the best and least expensive tool
the Town has to control population growth and the consequent
growth in the Town and school services, taxes, resource use,
environmental pollution, traffic, garbage, etc. I also believe
that private individual ownership of property is one of the most
basic rights guaranteed to us of the free people by the United

States Constitution. But my understanding of zoning as a concept
is that it is a constitutional lawful tool for governmental
agencies to limit individual property rights and individual could
be a person or corporation or developer, for the purpose of
controlling and developing growth, land use, resource use, etc.
protecting the environment for the greater common good.

The population of Riverhead Town today is about 20,000
according to the 1990 U.S. Census and also Lilco. There are
currently about a dozen or so major housing projects totalling

1,800 units reported by the Traveler Watchman. They are either
proposed or have been approved in Riverhead Hamlet alone. My own
estimate based on an average of three persons per unit. These
projects by themselves could potentially increase the Towns
population to over 28,000. That's almost a 25% increase. With the

Town's current zoning the population could potentially grow to an
astronomical 140,000. With the population as it is now, the

people of Riverhead are already complaining about high taxes,
potentially having to build new schools, increased crime, drug
dealing, traffic congestion, the garbage crisis and the general
degradation of the quality of life and the environment of life in
Riverhead and there are other things people are complaining about
too I'm sure. What will the future hold if we do nothing now to
get control of these problems? What kind of Town will we be

leaving to those that will come after us? In fifty years just
about everybody in this room is probably going to be dead, buried
and forgotten and the money gone to the four winds.

Riverhead, I believe is clearly in need of a Farm
Neighborhood Zone as part of a comprehensive farmland and farmer
preservation program. And an updated Master Plan for the whole
Town, not just Wading River. All we need to do is to look to

western Suffolk and Nassau County for learning and understanding.
They were once rural like Riverhead. I strongly urge the Town

Board to adopt this proposal and move forward. It is, I believe,
the Board's duty to all the people of Riverhead and to the Town's
future to do so now. To do less or to wait I feel would be to

doom Riverhead to the fate of western Long Island."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Is there anyone else
wishing to be heard? Henry did I see your hand up? Henry
Pfeiffer."
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Henry Pfeiffer, Wading River: "I have a piece of property,
a quarter acre that I purchased adjacent to my home. It cost me
$6,000.00. It has been since assessed at $12,000.00. I think back
to the time when I left the active duty service of WWII and I

came out here looking at the tax sale property that was offered

by Suffolk County, where acreage was being sold at $10.00 per
acre. And Mr. Schmelzer tells me that he paid $5.00 per acre for
some of his property."

Supervisor Janoski: "Well, he bought it from the Indians."

Henry Pfeiffer: "Yea, well he's a good shopper. My point is
that none of this acreage that was purchased over the years, 10
years ago, 20 years ago, 30 years ago has diminished in value and
I would strongly suspect that much of this farmland has become
not ten times as valuable, not twenty times, but almost 1000
times or maybe 2000 times as valuable. And we speak very often of
the activity and the results of the supply and demand. It seems
to me that if you create lesser building lots by increasing from
one acre to two acres, the value of the remaining lots increases.
But certainly if worse came to worse, I doubt very much if any of
the owners of any of this property would have to sell for less
than what they paid for it and less what they paid for it, plus
all the taxes they paid on it. I favor this two acre even over
the five acre. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Henry. Joe Gergela."

Joe Gergela, Executive Secretary of the Long Island Farm

Bureau: "The Farm Bureau as an organization is opposed to the
use of zoning as a tool to control land use. We believe that it's

a legal way of stealing from people who have something that
everybody else desires. In the Town of Southold they went to two
acre zoning. As a result, many of you people that live out here,
you've ridden through Southold and see how much of the land has
gone out of farming. And it did hurt the farmers equity much to
the arguments that I've heard here tonight. It will have an
effect on farmers equity.

As far as the density of the Town of Riverhead. Riverhead

has a tremendous amount of open space. I think that if Rick
Hanley was up here he could tell you that we do have room for
expansion of the population of the Town of Riverhead. There is no
cause for alarm at this time. As far as the tax base of the Town

of Riverhead there is some physical responsibility by the Town

Board in controlling the budget first of all. The other thing is
that Mr. Barnes is doing the right thing talking about the
assessed value of all the property in the Town of Riverhead. Now

we know how the tax rate comes into play. It's the assessed value
of all the property in the Town of Riverhead plus the budget and
that gives you the tax rate. Now if we are talking about density
and taxes part of the problem is that we don't have the right
type of development in the Town of Riverhead. We need development
that is going to bring jobs, that's going to pay substantial
taxes. I'm not talking about strip malls. I'm talking about
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serious businesses. There's other opportunities to increase your
tax base and not do it at the farmers expense.

L. I. Farm Bureau as an organization is opposed to any move
to rezone the farmland in the Town of Riverhead. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Joe . "

Faye Andersonr Farm Wife, Middle Road, Riverhead: "I'm
definitely opposed to the two acre zoning because I see no
definite need for it. I also feel that some of the councilmen
must be bending under pressure or I would not be back here a
second time because I have been here before on this same subject.

A couple of years ago the cry in this Town was
overdevelopment, overpopulation, increased tax burden, etc. And

at the time the push was on to control the population and they
wanted to preserve the rural character of our Town and they were
talking about upzoning farmland. At that time, by today's
standards we had affordable housing proposed in the Town. The

Town increased all the fees. They increased all the restrictions,
all the requirements and everything and it was to make
development in the Town more costly and less attractive. So we
wouldn't have this overdevelopment. So development was no longer
affordable.

Then came the cry that we need affordable housing. The Town
began entertaining plans for multiple units per acre in the name
of affordable housing. Now you want to upzone to two acres which
is going to be totally unaffordable housing again. Are we going
around in circles? It really makes me wonder.

The result of part of this increasing all the fees and the
unaffordable housing and all of that comes down to what is
happening with our local building industry, our local workers.
They are out of jobs. Some of them are working on the last house
right now. Some of the construction workers don't know from one
day to the next whether or not they have a job and we are back to
this. If we upzone this land again where you can't afford to buy
two acres or put a house on two acres. I know that there is no
way that my kids are going to. If this is going to happen in
Wading River the next thing that is going to happen is that the
people are going to be pounding on the doors in Riverhead. We

already went through that. The housing development near our farm
already suggested that even though in the original plans they
weren't talking about Farm Neighborhood Zone or whatever, they
wanted it, they wanted two acre zoning there. They live on
quarter acres, but they want two acres next door because they
don't want any housing projects or whatever where they live. It's
put in somebody's elses back yard. We don't want it in our back
yard. And I really don't think we need two acres. I think one

acre housing, you have enough room on the land, if you want to
build a garage or put in a pool or want to add on to the house at
a later time. You have plenty of room to do it. You set yourself
up with two acres and I know of a place in Town where this
happened, a two acre lot. They put one house on it. The next you
thing you know they flagged the lot. There was another house on
it. It may not happen now. You say no it's two acres now, but
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someday in the future it's going to happen just like that.
Because that person living in the house is going to say, okay, we
are senior citizens now, we can't afford to pay taxes on two
acres. You are going to be right back where you started from. And
it's going to be begging and pleading to go down to one acre
again and have the same thing happen all over again.

Clustered housing I feel the same way. Eventually that land
that is put aside is someday going to turn around and somebody's
going to say, okay, let's develop it. We can't afford to pay the
taxes on it anymore. We can't keep it up anymore.

I have one question to ask and that is: If a farmer who owns
the land and the land is upzoned from one acre to two acres, I

want to know what is the result of selling the development
rights? In other words what's the potential difference in the
amount he would receive in the development rights on land zoned
two acres as opposed to land zoned one acre?"

Supervisor Janoski: "I would just take a guess that it is
fifty percent."

Faye Anderson: "Okay and everybody is saying it's not going
to hurt the equity of the land. How can it not hurt the equity of
the land if----it has to, it has to hurt the farmer's equity. If

you want farming to stay in this Town, I say leave the farmer
alone. He's preserved the land for you this long and as long as
he can. Agricultural itself has to be a violable entity in itself
in order to survive. You can't farm and not make a profit out of
it. And if you want the farmland preserved, I don't believe that

two acre zoning is the way to do it. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. "

Dave Goldman, Riverhead: "I support the measure for
upzoning to two acres. The reason I support the measure for
upzoning to two acres. I once worked in Bergen County, New
Jersey, which is somewhat similar to Suffolk County. In that

prior to WWII it was a heavy agricultural area. In those days
there were people who said in Bergen County, New Jersey, well a
little development won't hurt. Let's go ahead and do a little
development. And so they went ahead and did a little development.
And then they did a little more development and more, and more
and more. Now there is one farm in all of Bergen County, New

Jersey. The rest of Bergen County, New Jersey is highways,
densely packed communities, pollution, endless traffic jams.
There is no agriculture left in Bergen County, New Jersey. I do
not want to see that happen. I grew up in a house next to a farm.
I picked strawberries on that farm as a kid. I don't want to see

that. I feel that ----- that farm is gone now. There's a housing
project on it. I'm favor of agriculture in Riverhead. I think it
is the basis of our economy for years and it should continue to
be the basis of for our economy. I think that this Town could do
more for the local farmer, but I'm also in favor of this

upzoning. I think that at some point the community has to decide
to take some of the measures in hand that are available to it and
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restrict growth. If we want to maintain the essential rural

character of our area this is a step that I strongly urge that we
take. Thanks."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Dave. Charles."

Charles Chicanowicz, Riverhead: " I am opposed to this two
acre zoning. Because I have development all around my farm. I

saved my farm for agriculture and I want to keep it that way for
myself and my family as long as I can. If you put two acre
zoning, they won't have any future. The only thing that kept me
on the farm, because I had a future. I figured someday my land
would be worth money and I could borrow money and retire and let
my grandchildren build on it. If you put two acre zoning there
won't be any room for everybody. You are not saving the land. You

are taking it away from the farmer, that's what you are really
doing. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Mr . Hartmann. "

Robert Hartmann r Sound Avenue r Riverhead: " I 'm not a s t amp
collector. Neither is the Lewin family who bought that farm about

60 years ago and carved out the woodland to get into production.
They are no different than a lot of other farm families. Probably
all of them. Nobody sitting in this room outside of the farmers
know what goes into that and how many years it took to do that.
And in those days you didn't have machines. But you had these

machines (hands) and believe me they did a good part of the work.
Now he kills himself all those.years on that farm and gets it
into high production and he has got to battle the weather and the
markets, but he struggles and holds onto that land because he is
a good operator. He was a conservationist all the while. He was
preserving that land. But now he isn't. I guess we want to get
rid of him. The farmer doesn't need partners on his land now
after he didn't have them all these years. And nobody, nobody,
can understand that, but the farmer.

It is interesting to note that I think that everybody that
spoke here tonight for the two acre, I don't think any of them
owned any land, farmland, acreage. I don't understand that.
Neither can the farmers. And I'll tell you right now, as other

speakers said before, that apparently you don't want agriculture
here because you're going to bring the demise much faster. We are
hoping that a certain amount of agriculture can stay. They are
working like hell to try to do that. But with two acre zoning or
higher you are going to bring about that demise much faster. Even

though you think not, I'm telling you, knowing agriculture, I'm
telling you something. That means an awful lot to the farmer when
he walks out there and he knows that he's got that value in the

land. He can go down to a bank and he can go anyplace else and
he's got that behind him. Man he feels like a million bucks. I

mean he goes out there and he wants to work now. He's got
something. But when you take away half of that value he's
crawling up in a corner. Geez where æm I going to go next? He

doesn't have that backing behind him to keep going.
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I could talk all night on the subject, but I'm going to
shorten it up by saying that we have an excellent Farm

Preservation Program that was hammered out by a combination of
politicians and farmers. John Klein's Farmland Preservation. We

have in the Town of Riverhead the majority of that land, more
than any town on Long Island. And we got that for nothing you

might say. It is a plan that is very fair to agriculture, very
fair to farmers, they make their own decision of selling it or
not selling it. And it is a very fair thing for the taxpayer. I

think if we got behind that program and helped it along a little
further. There are a lot of farmers right now that would put land
into that preservation. How much can you preserve? But it would

be great when it goes in there willingly instead of somebody
standing over your head with a hammer after you work like hell to
bring that farm from woodland to good productive farmland with

your own hands and back. And believe me, they didn't have time to
collect stamps while they were doing it. They were working like
hell and getting plenty of sleep. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Rob. Alice. "

Alice Graff, Riverhead: "The daughter of a farmer, the
sister of farmers. Born on the East End of Long Island. I favor
two acre zoning. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Alice. Is there anyone else
present wishing to address the Board? Yes."

Lolly Rottkamp, Farm Wife, Baiting Hollow: "I am the wife
of a farmer, mother and granddaughter of a former farmer. I

oppose the upzoning. Many of the people who spoke in favor of it
are not aware of what farmers go through. They just have no idea.
People barely can make ends meet with their quarter acre or one
acre. How can they keep two acres? Have you tried to buy two
acres? Build a house? You see how many houses are for sale in
Riverhead right now. I'm very opposed to it. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Is there anyone present
wishing to address the Board? Mr. Kasperovich."

William Kasperovich r Wading River: "No , I 'm not a f armer ,
I'm an engineer. If I go back in my heritage to farmers, you
only have to go as far as my grandparents. Now we have heard a
lot of people get up here. It seems that everybody is talking two
acres or one acre. I came here from seeing a map published and a
notice of public hearing for a new Farm Neighborhood Zoning. I
thought that this was to an area in Wading River which was
brought to the attention of the Town by a Hamlet Study. Now Mr.
Hanley said that we have 131 acres involved. You talk about prime
agricultural soils, agricultural land use practices. And yet if
we take the woods out, we take the highways out, we take some of
the institutional buildings out, we take the electrical right of
way out. We even have a building newly erected right in the
middle of this shaded area on the map. I can't understand.
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Certainly I don't want to accuse you people of maneuvering
deception to get a two acre zoning in on the books. I'm not in
favor of two acre zoning. As you heard the farmer is not in favor
of it. You've gotten all kinds of reasons. And so we are
introducing something postage stamp size in Wading River to
influence the entire Township. I don't like that tact. The big
problem that confronts us is that there are two groups of people.

On the other side of my tape, two years ago I got up here
and talked about the people coming into the Township to rape the
earth. Now that is the developer. The man who owns land and sells
land. If he can't do it as a parcel he does it as a part of a
parcel. If he can't do it that way he makes a subdivision.
Whichever way brings him more money. Now we talk about farmers
who own large pieces of land that consider themselves as genuine,
bonafide farmers and yet they come in here with a large
subdivision plot covering many, many acres. Now all of a sudden

he's wearing two hats. He's a developer and he's a farmer. Now

this two acre business is wrong because you are maneuvering for
the subdivider to do things that will affect the farmer directly

and this should not be. Land has been standing wooded for fifty
years to my knowledge, changed hands two, three or four times. He
can't be given the same consideration as the man who cleared the
fields and worked it with his own hands. We have to define what

we consider the farmer and what we consider the man who comes to

rape the earth. This is your difficult problem. But by a two acre
minimum is not the way. "

Supervisor Janoski: "Okay. Yes sir."

Charles Edwards, Edwards Ave., Calverton: "I've been there
a few years. The Edwards Family has been on Edwards Avenue for
years and I think that I'm about the last one now. I would like
to keep it. I can't farm myself, but maybe down the line one of
the grandchildren or children will.

But I'm going to be truthful with you. You guys scare the
hell out of me, what you are doing. First you wanted one acre.
Now you want two acres. I don't know whether to run or stay. Who
knows what's going to come next? I think if you want two acre

zoning, wonderful. Buy one acre. Let the Town buy one acre. Then
you can keep all you want. Then maybe down the line you fellows

will make a big profit on it. The farmers, everybody thinks that

they are going to make a lot. After all their working all these
years. So I guess you would say that I'm opposed to it."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Is there anyone else
wishing to address the Town Board? George. I want you to
approach this like the entire decision depends on what you say."

George Schmelzer, Calverton: "That one piece of land I
bought in 1944 for $5.00 per acre was owned by Mr. Edward's
ancestor. I tracked it out. Just think if we had a policy of
keeping people out several years back you would be back in
Pennsylvania. And Denise would be in the city and where would you
be John, you would be in Brooklyn, wouldn't you?"
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Councilman Lombardi: " I ' d be at the Air Bas e . "

George Schmelzer: "See you've only got two members out of
the Town Board that are natives. The rest of them snuck in some
how. So if you've got a hundred thousand dollars worth of land,
you've got to be careful because the politicians will steal it
from under by various ordinances. But if you have $100,000.00 in
the bank the government guarantees that it will never be touched.
Perfectly safe. Ask the FDIC. What a system we have. If you have
$100,000.00 in the bank it is not taxed, but you own the land and
it is taxed every year. If you think that you've got too many
people in the country why don't you tell the federal government
to stop inmigration and all this junk coming into New York City
from the third world will stop and people will stop running off
with half of the City. Ever think of that? This is like a form of

contraception. Population control. Some people murder babies by
abortion, other contraceptive methods, I call this contraceptive
zoning. If that guy wants two acres for a house that's his
business. Me personally, I'm used to five. But, I'm not telling
anybody else what to do .

I've been told by a farmer in Calverton who started off with

his land and got a subdivision started. By the time he paid all
the fees, the extortion by the Town, lawyers, surveyors,
engineers, wires underground, curbing and all that, every damn
thing it cost him about $16,000.00 per lot before anything was
done on it. You can by a house including a lot for less than
$16,000.00 before. Actually you are making it impossible for
people to build a house with all this nonsense. And again just
think if every house in the country had two acres tied to it, you
know we would have no land left now. Two acre zoning is a waste
of land, it doesn't conserve the land, it's a complete waster of
land. To require people to need more land than they really need.
Isn't that waste? And this North Fork Environmental Group. I

never saw one of them come forward and say they own a farm, would
buy a farm or operate a farm or work on a farm. I believe they
are a bunch of frauds, fakes, hypocrites and liars. Selfish
liars. That's all they are. That's my belief. I remember somebody
in Wading River coming here and wanted two acre zoning. I looked
this guy up. He lives on a lot 100 by 100 and wants everybody
else to have two acres. Maybe he should buy 70,000 square feet of
woods and look at it and let him pay taxes on it and then open
his mouth."

Supervisor Janoski: "You wouldn't want to quit awhile you
are ahead would you George?"

George Schmelzer: "Oh no. I'd probably forget something if
I sit down. Really just as I said before and it's true. I don't
mean to people who want this stuff. They are all fakers and
hypocrites and frauds, a lot of them are. Not all of them, but I
believe many of them, I had to say I believe it because they
can't accuse me of lible. They can't stop anybody from believing
anything. What else is there to say? Do you intend to ask the
Immigration Department or Congress or Congressmen to cut off the
inmigration? Would you?"
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Supervisor Janoski: "I agree with you?"(Baby in audience
shouted out)

George Schmelzer: "It gave you the Bronx cheer, the baby
did; whether you know it or not. Really now the Town Board way
back wanted the Expressway into Town. That helped to bring more
people, didn't it? No answer huh. I'm opposed to this thing. I'm
opposed to zoning anyway. I think it only feeds bureaucrats,
politicians and lawyers. Of course the lawyers love it. Some

lawyers truthfully don't like it when it affects them personally
though. Even some politicians don't. I believe it's a terrible
thing that we have to tell people that they need two acres to
build a house on.

What's this idea of having several houses clustered
together? At first we started off years back with a quarter of an
acre. That's according to State Law for the house morals and
safety of the people, huh. So then half acre, three quarters
acre, then one acre. It is not safe or healthy or moral to have
less than two acres. It makes some sense doesn't it. Most of the

people who propose that don't even live on two acres, don't even
live on one acre. There is a lot of hypocrisy even on the part of
our government and elected officials, I think. Will you give me a
second chance to speak again?'

Supervisor Janoski: "Never . "

George Schmelzer: "Because I think I forgot something. Why
are you laughing at me?"

Supervisor Janoski: "George, up until you started talking
about politicians you had me convinced."

George Schmelzer: "Are you a politician? I thought you were
a statesman. Okay. I reserve my right to speak at the end. Thank
you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you George. Anybody in favor of

closing this hearing? Sherry Johnson. Awhile Sherry is coming
up here, I don't know why I thought of this while you were
speaking, but I get a daily report of police activity in the Town
and there was a report of a robbery and what was stolen was a Pit

Bull. Now you think about that for awhile. Yes, Sherry."

Sherry Johnson, Manorville: "I'd like to take this

opportunity to express my strong support for this proposal. It

should have been done 18 months ago when the rest of the Wading

River Hamlet Study was adopted. Other Towns have been doing major
upzonings that have withstood court challenges since 1978. It's
time that Riverhead joined them. I think the upzoning should be
the influence here. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Cathy, what have you got to
say that hasn't been said already? Is there anyone who has not
spoken who wishes to address the Board? Who's hand is that that
I see? Betty Brown."
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Betty Brown, Aqueboque: "I'm speaking for myself this

evening and I live along Peconic Bay Boulevard in Aquebogue.
Riverhead's future is a vital concern. Many serious problems face
public officials, the business community, residents as well as
our environment. This future is dependent upon the decisions that
the elected officials make today that affect our tomorrow. We

have before us this evening recommendations that come from many
years of study. Recommendations from the Towns Planning Board and
the Wading River Task Force. I support the Farm Neighborhood Zone
as it being critical to the future of our Town. Growth is
provided for, but it lessens the threat for overdevelopment.
Ladies and gentlemen this proposal is long overdue. Adopt it
immediately. Thank you."

Jacob Rotkkampr Farmerr Calverton: "I am opposed to what
this is all about and for all the reasons that I've heard here
tonight opposing it. I don't know what happened to Vic with all
his meetings that we were going to have with the Task Force. But

they certainly didn't come true. If you call that a meeting that
we had here way back in the Spring or whenever it was, that was
no meeting."

Councilman Vic Prusinowski: "I wanted to stop right there
because this particular proposal has nothing to do with the
Agricultural Task Force. Agricultural Task Force is in place and
will continue. The agenda that Lyle spoke of previously is on the
table and most of that will be implemented, the Farmer's Bill of
Rights, the Transfer of Development Rights. This proposal during
the last campaign, we were asked several questions in Wading

River concerning this Hamlet Study. Every part of the Hamlet
Study was adopted by the Town Board except for this one
particular proposal. During the campaign, Jim and I said that we
would reintroduce this for a public hearing and a vote. This

particular proposal is not something that has been originated

from this Town Board, but is an outgrowth of the Wading River

Study and that's why we are having this public hearing tonight.
Quite frankly I was curious to see who would show up here tonight
and during the campaign I heard a lot of talk about doing some
type of upzoning in Wading River. But this has nothing to do with
the study area which is the remainder of the Town that we are

addressing at the Task Force. I just want to make that clear
because I know he said that last night. One of the reasons that

we did not have any meetings over the summer if you read the
paper we were quite honestly occupied by other things and I know
that during the summertime the farmers are busy. But this
particular proposal has nothing to do with the Agricultural Task

Force. This is a direct outgrowth of the Wading River Hamlet
Study. It is individual upon itself. In fact I believe the entire
designated part of the area on the map is the Hamlet Area as
designated by the report which was adopted by the Town Board. And

I would point out that this resolution, I believe, passed 3 to 2,
but with a protest vote, it failed. So we are really here tonight
with an open mind to see what people have to say about this
particular proposal. And it should not be indicated that if this
passes or fails will have any bearing on the rest of the Town."



9/18/90 488

Jacob Rottkamp: "Well, this I find very hard to believe. I
also say this too. That the people who are in favor of it here

tonight are the ones that should buy the property and then they
can have it the way they want it."

Councilman Prusinowski: "I also say and this is for the
record. I've never believed that zoning is a way of preserving
agriculture. I think that one of the main disagreements that a
previous Board Member and I had with that report is that you
cannot preserve agriculture through zoning. That does not work.
It is a farce. It is a fallacy. Zoning questions are completely
different than agriculture. Preserving agriculture has more to do
with the market and other factors than to do with what
politicians do with the zoning map. I think a lot of us in this

room will agree with that. So there are completely other issues

that concern that. But this to me is not farmland preservation.
This was a Hamlet group, a Planning Board with the Task Force

looked at the densities in the hamlet area. It's my understanding
that they also reduced some of the intensity of the business
districts and they came up with this-------in fact some of this
property, I believe, is zoned industrial which has no residential
uses on it anyhow. So in effect, part of the property that is
being rezoned tonight would go from an industrial use to a
residential use which it's a matter of flipping a coin. You can
ask a real estate broker which is worth more giving the article a
set of regulations you have in Suffolk County today. So to me
this has nothing to do with preserving agriculture, this
proposal. It is a straight zoning question in my opinion."

Jacob Rottkamp: "What was the industrial property that you
are referring to?"

Councilman Prusinowski "Currently most of that property now
is I believe zoned industrial."

Jacob Rottkamp: "So what happened during the------"

Supervisor Janoski: "Unfortunately Mr. Rottkamp, Jake,
please don't take this the wrong way, this is not meant to be an
exchange back and forth between you and Vic. Okay. Sorry. Let us
know how you feel. I know how you feel, but tell us anyhow."

Jacob Rottkamp: "Well the way I feel about it is whether it
be the Planning Board, the Zoning Board or any of the boards in
this Township of Riverhead. Since 1987 or 88 has had their hand
halfway into the farmers pocket and that's pickpocketing and you
can get locked up for that. Just because you have power doesn't
mean that you also should have a conscience. You have power, but
you should have a conscience. So I do believe that if something
does go through, two acre zoning in the Town of Riverhead, you
will have your hand all the way in the pocket. I don't think too
many guys are going to sit tight for that. Therefore I am opposed
to it and I suggest you go along those lines. Thank you."
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Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you Jake. Is there anyone else
wishing to address the Town Board who has not spoken? Cathy are
you still wanting to ask the Board-------George is there anything
that I can say to you that would make you change your mind? You
really want to."

George Schmelzer: "If this land is industrial why don't you
just leave it and there will be no houses. You won't have to be
concerned with any people living on it."

Supervisor Janoski: "Good point . "

George Schmelzer: "And the next time you have a proposal
for affordable housing, make sure you stick them in Wading River.
That's where it belongs. Give some of their own medicine down

there or tell them to make it into an incorporated village and
then they can do what they want. But leave the Lewin Farm out."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you George."

George Schmelzer: They don't want any people to by a quart
of milk in the midnight. If anybody needs a loaf of bread. That's
some bunch that you've got down there."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you George. Shall I without
objection close the hearing. Without objection this public
hearing is closed at 8:55 PM. We are going to take a short break
until ten minutes past nine."

R E C E S S

Meeting Reconvened at 9:15 PM

Supervisor Janoski: "The meeting will return to order. We
are going to take up the resolutions."

R E S O L U T I O N S

Supervisor Janoski: "We have Resolution #597 which was
tabled at the last meeting. It is a resolution adopting an
Amendment To Article 11 Of The Industrial "A" District Of The

Town of Riverhead Which Removes As A Permitted Use Automobile
Laundry And Gasoline Station As A Special Permit.

Councilman Prusinowski: "I make a motion to take that of f
the table."

Councilman Stark: "Seconded. "

Supervisor Janoski: "Moved and seconded to take from the
table."
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THE VOTE: Prusinowski, yes; Stark, yes; Lombardi, yes;
Civiletti, yes; Janoski, yes.

5 YES TO REMOVE FROM TABLE

Supervisor Janoski: "On the question. "

Councilman Prusinowski: "I make a motion to approve
Resolution #597 . "

Councilwoman Civiletti: "Second . "

Supervisor Janoski: "Moved and seconded. "

THE VOTE: Prusinowski, yes; Stark, yes; Lombardi, yes;
Civiletti, yes; Janoski, yes.

5 YES

Supervisor Janoski: "We have a Resolution #602 Which

Approves an Application of James Woodhull which was defeated

because of a tie vote at the last Town Board Meeting and I
understand that there is going to be a removing of this
resolution. "

Councilwoman Civiletti: "So moved . "

Supervisor Janoski: "Moved and seconded. "

THE VOTE: Prusinowski, yes; Stark, yes; Lombardi, yes;
Civiletti, yes; Janoski, yes.

5 YES

Supervisor Janoski: "There being no further business on
motion or vote, I declare this meeting to be adjourned.

IJP:ch Irene J. Pendzick
Town Clerk


